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Henri IV would have done, drawn his sword and defied
the frontier guards to touch the son of Saint Louis, he
would have passed safely through to his friends across the
border. Had Ramraja drawn his sword and commanded
at their peril the soldiers of Tarabai to open the gates
and let him through, probably not one among them would
have dared lay a finger on the grandson of Rajaram and
the lineal descendant of the great king. But just as the
heart of the Bearnais did not beat within the breast of
Louis, so the spirit of his great-grandfather had no place
vin the bosom of Ramraja. A childhood spent in squalid
^surroundings, a youth passed in the idleness of a vagrant's
hut, had not trained the king for the present danger.
Instead of forcing his way through Tarabai's guards, he
turned his horse and rode back to the palace to ask an
explanation of Tarabai, But instead of that malignant
beldame, he found the house full of soldiers. He was
disarmed,jirrested and thrown into a dungeon. From his
prison he never again emerged alive. So long as she
lived, Tarabai kept her grandson a captive. After her
death the Peshwa's power was so firmly seated, that none
thought of changing what had become a practice conse-
crated by time. For sixty-eight years Ramraja and his
descendants remained prisoners in Satara fort. As time
went on, the rigours of their captivity were softened, A
throne was built on the northern bastion and on it the
heirs of Shivaji used to sit. In their ears their servants
would whisper that their empire extended far beyond the
distant line of hills to the waters of the Jumna and the
walls of Attock. But in reality their dominion ceased at
the parapet, on which rested their indplent feet. Their
deliverance was in the end effected by the coming of a
foreign power. It opened the prison gates that Tarabai
had closed and created a little principality for the faineant
kings of Maharashtra. *S

The Peshwa has been greatly blamed for having deposed
the heir of Shivaji    With what far-sighted prudence he